LONGFORD  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Minutes of Meeting of Longford Municipal District held in the Council Chamber, 

Aras an Chontae,  Longford, on Wednesday, 

24th May 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

_________________________________________________________________________

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Padraig Loughrey,  Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Seamus Butler, John Browne,






Peggy Nolan, Mae Sexton and Gerry Warnock.







IN ATTENDANCE:            
Mr. John McKeon, Director of Services. 






Mr. Eamon Bennett, Senior Executive Engineer.






Mr. Mark McNerney, Adminstrative Officer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor J. Browne, the Minutes 

of Committee Meeting held on the 22nd March 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and
adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor  J. Browne, the Minutes 

of Municipal District Meeting held on the 22nd March 2017, as circulated, were confirmed 
and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

Application for Horse Drawn Carriage Licence.

Contact to be made with Francis J. Warde, Inchbofin Carriages, Inchbofin House, Clonterm, 

Longford regarding relevant details of application for Horse Drawn Carriage Licence  

MANAGEMENT REPORT .

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.

The following issues were discussed  -

· Traffic Calming  at Convent Road, Longford.
· Traffic control at the Railway Bridge on the Athlone Road.
PRESENTATION REGARDING LONGFORD SUMMER FESTIVAL.
Mr. Joe Flaherty gave a comprehensive presentation regarding the “Longford Festival 17”, 

which will be a showcase event over seven days to celebrate the best of Longford in terms of 

music, entertainment, food, crafts, fashion, family fun, home & garden etc. Joe outlined the

funding requirements to run the Festival
The members welcomed the fact that the Festival will be on the streets in the town and
wished the Festival Committee every success.

On the proposal of Councillor S. Butler seconded by Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously 

agreed that Longford Municipal District allocate €9,000.00, in addition to €1,000.00 

already allocated from the County Council’s Countywide Fund, bringing the total to 

€10,000.00.
PRESENTATION FROM IARNROD EIREANN REGARDING MANNING LEVELS 
AT LONGFORD STATION.
John Neville and Barry Kenny from Iarnrod Eireann gave a comprehensive presentation on 

the Customer First initiative as follows -
· Placing customers at the heart of everything we do in line with our core value 

· Organising in response to evolving customer behaviour:

· Need for greater service presence on-board Intercity services

· Move to Leap, on-line and Ticket Vending Machines for payments

· Usage of smartphones for accessing travel information

· Demand for service ‘on the move’

· Customers expect expert advice for non-routine transactions

· Improve response and support for mobility-impaired customers.

· Customer First – suite of IT improvements which will assist employees in providing better customer service.

· Customer First will improve:

· Customer Relationship Management – better understanding of customers, and segmentation, to better understand customer preferences.
· Online booking – self-service to allow customers change bookings; new range of fares from low-flex to fully flexible bookings is now live 
· Revenue management – better match of supply and demand to incentivise off-peak travel
· Pricing engine – single system driving pricing through all channels
· Employee resources – hand held devices for customer information, ticket selling and checking.
· Iarnrod Eireann responding to evolving customer behaviour and preferences

· Focus on direct customer assistance e.g. providing specific travel information, using TVMs, accessibility assistance 

· A mix of manned and self-service stations 

· Flexibility between roles and locations in response to customer demands 

· Non-core station requirements (cleaning, security, cash management) to be addressed through contract agreements as we do today

· Station technologies (PIS, CCTV, Help Points, Driver monitors) to be enhanced in support of implementation and provided where not available.

Next Steps.

· Implement supervisory structure

· Working with Station Managers and Customer Service Managers to prepare local implementation plans for each location

· Update public representatives as local implementation plans finalised.
John and Barry replied to queries raised by the members on the following issues  -

· Pre-booking of seats.

· Upgrading of tracks.

· Anti-social behaviour/security on trains.

· Manning levels at Longford and Edgeworthstown stations.

· Early morning service.

· Traffic control and pedestrian access at the Railway bridge on the Athlone Road.
DATE FOR 2017 ANNUAL MEETING OF LONGFORD MUNICIPAL DISTRICT.
It was agreed that the 2017 Annual Meeting of the Municipal District be held at 4.00 p.m. on 

Wednesday, 28th June and a Committee meeting be held at 3.30 p.m. on the same day.
NOMINATION OF TWO MEMBERS TO LONGFORD ENTERPRISE
DEVELOPMENT CO. (LEDCO).
Councillor M. Sexton proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that 

Councillors Gerry Warnock and Seamus Butler be nominated to Longford Enterprise Development Co. (LEDCO)
NOMINATION OF ONE MEMBER TO THE HALLOWEEN FESTIVAL 
COMMITTEE
Councillor G. Warnock proposed and Councillor P. Loughrey seconded that

Councillor Seamus Butler be nominated to the Halloween Festival Committee.

FOOTPATH/ROAD ACCESS IN LONGFORD TOWN FOR PEOPLE WITH
DISABILITIES.
A number of issues were raised regarding footpath/road access in Longford town for the 

disabled and elderly.  

A Report on an Access Audit of the town will be considered at the next meeting.

PRESENTATION BY REGENERATION TEAM ON THE FRAMEWORK FOR
TOWN CENTRE RENEWAL.
J. McKeon stated that a detailed presentation will be given at the June County Council 

Meeting regarding the Framework for Town Centre Renewal.

COMMUNITY GRANTS.
On the proposal of Councillor P. Nolan seconded by Councillor S. Butler, it was 

unanimously agreed to approve additional applications which were received under the 

Community Support Scheme, as circulated.  
SECTION 85 AGREEMENT  -  CASH COLLECTION AND OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE OF PAY & DISPLAY MACHINE.
On the proposal of Councillor Gerry Warnock seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was 
unanimously agreed to Section 85 Agreement between Westmeath County Council and the
Longford Municipal District of Longford County Council in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 85 of the Local Government Act 
2001 for the Cash Collection and Operation and 
Maintenance of Pay & Display Machines, as circulated.

RENAMING OF LOCAL ROAD L-1176 (LOCALLY KNOWN AS FLANCARE ROAD)
Deferred to Committee Meeting on the 28th June 2017.
NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

It was agreed to take the following two Motions together –

Park Warden.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Nolan and seconded by

Councillor G. Warnock -


“That this Municipal District seeks to put in place a Parks Warden in the 
Albert 
Reynolds 
Peace Park (Mall), to ensure its continued state of excellence.”

Uniformed Litter Warden.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor S. Butler and seconded by

Councillor P. Nolan -

“That Longford Municipal District ask that the feasibility of deploying a full time, uniformed 
Litter Warden for the Longford Town area be explored”.

The following issues were discussed in the context of Councillors Nolan’s and Butler’s 

Motions   -

· Setting up of a Parks Department in the Infrastructure Section.

· Flower boxes in Longford Town.

· Condition of the Tomiskey Roundabout.

· Developments at the Albert Reynolds Peace Park and the Mall Complex.

It was agreed that the following recommendations be submitted to Longford County Council 

· “That a letter be forwarded to the TII requesting that adequate funding be 
provided to maintain the roundabout at Tomiskey, Rooskey.
· “That a Parks Department be established in the Infrastructure Section of 
Longford County Council.”

Suspension of Standing Orders.

On the proposal of Councillor P. Loughrey seconded by Councillor P. Nolan it was unanimously agreed to suspend Standing Orders to allow for the completion of the Agenda.
Speed Ramps at Stonepark National School

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by

Councillor P. Nolan -


"Because of the high volume of traffic going to and from Stonepark National School and five accidents which occurred at the cross roads , I call for speed ramps to be placed on the road, where Stonepark / Ferefad Bog Road crosses with the Longford/Moydow road. The relocation of the stop signs may need to be considered."
E. Bennett stated that Longford County Council will consult with the Gardai regarding the nature and type of accidents and carry out speed surveys at this location.  Pending this information the safety of the junction will be assessed.

Traffic Lights at Market Square.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by

Councillor  G. Warnock -


"I call on Longford Municipal  Council to have Traffic Lights installed at the Ballymahon Street/ Earl Street and New Street / Market Square junction ".
A full assessment of this junction will be required.   Longford County Council will raise this issue with the TII.

Bye-Laws  -  Poultry.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by

Councillor P. Loughrey-


“That this Municipal District considers introducing a bye-law prohibiting the raising and 

keeping of poultry in the urban area of  Longford Town.”
This issue will be considered further and enquires will be made with adjoining counties.

Water Based Activities on the Canal.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by

Councillor P. Nolan -


“That this Municipal District considers making application to develop a suitably identified 
section of the Canal in Longford Town (e.g. Park Road to Slashers) to develop, (in
partnership if necessary with Waterways Ireland)  a water based activity section to include
Kayaking/Windsurfing/Rowing and other water based sporting activity  under Measure 1, 2 
and 3  (preferably 3) of Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 2017.”
J. McKeon stated that an application for funding has been submitted to support the 

completion of the canal greenway under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 
2017.
Cycle Route.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Sexton and seconded by

Councillor S. Butler-


“That this Municipal District considers making application  to put in place a complete and
 integrated cycling route along the entire of the Longford Bypass from an identified area 
within Longford Town centre.  (e.g. Mall/Cathedral/Market Square) under Measures 1,2 and 
3 of Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme 2017.”
J. McKeon recommended that Councillor Sexton’s request be considered for future funding 
under the Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Scheme.
Pedestrian Crossing at Harbour Row.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Loughrey and seconded by

Councillor P. Nolan -


“I ask that Longford Municipal area put in place a pedestrian crossing on 
Harbour Row, 
Longford"
E. Bennett stated that this proposal will be discussed with the TII.
Road Markings on the Battery Road at Abbeycartron Lanes.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by

Councillor P. Nolan -

“I am calling on Longford County Council to immediately arrange that road markings, 
similar to those at the entrance to Prospect Woods, be placed on the Battery Road to facilitate 
the safe movement of motorists exiting the Battery 
Road onto Abberycartron Lane.”
An application was made for a Low Cost Scheme to the Department of Transport, Tourism 

& Sport.  Funding for these works was unsuccessful in previous years. Longford County

Council will reapply for funding.
Market on the Market Square.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by

Councillor P. Nolan -

“I am calling on Longford Municipal District to provide the following infrastructural work on
 the Market Square to facilitate the future expansion of the existing Market:

· access for Traders to running water

· access for Traders to electricity point

· the provision of stable hooks in the ground to support canopies.
It is my belief, following consultation with the members of Longford Farmers Market, that 
these simple actions would pave the way to a sustainable expansion of the existing market 
which would be beneficial not only to the existing stalls, but would offer a greater 
customer experience to shoppers and provide increased footfall in the town centre.”
J. McKeon recommended that the traders be requested to apply for funding under the

Community Facilities Scheme 2017.  

Grass Cutting.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Warnock and seconded by

Councillor  M. Sexton -

“I am requesting that monies be provided through our discretionary/parking income to 
facilitate a small fund where Residents Associations of estates taken in charge within the 
Municipal District, not covered under the former Town Council Grass Cutting Scheme, can 
avail of a modest grant to assist them in maintaining the green areas within the estates. I am 
proposing a formal application process similar to our Municipal Grant Scheme be applied.”

J. McKeon stated that the maintenance of green areas was not included in the Adopted 

Taking in Charge Policy.  This issue can be considered further in the context of the General 

Municipal Allocation funding for 2018. 
A.O.B.

The following issues were discussed  -
· Designated parking spaces for the elderly.

· Coach parking spaces.

· Condition of the round-a-bout entering the Demesne, Longford.

· Derelict houses/burning of rubbish.

· Condition of the footpath at Templemichael Industrial Estate.

· Twinning Event in Noyal  -  It was agreed that the title of Cathaoirleach be referred to as Mayor when visiting Noyal in France.

This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: ______________
_

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Longford Municipal District Meeting held on the

26th July 2017.

Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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